
 PORTABLE RESTROOMS 
SAVE WATER 

Estimated number of portable restrooms 
 Global total            3.4 million 
 North America           2.0 million 
 
Average uses per portable restroom per week             240 uses 

• Average portable toilet pump out based on industry experience: 22 gallons  
• Portion that is human waste: 15 gallons (remainder is 5 gallons of pre-fill  

and 2 gallons of hand wash graywater) 
• Estimated waste contribution per user: 8 ounces*  
• The math: 15 gallons waste @ 128 oz/gallon is 1920 oz per unit.  

Divide 1920 oz per unit by 8 oz/user to get 240 uses per unit.  
 
Average water per flush for a fixed toilet**      1.6 gallons 
 
Water saved per unit per week (240 uses x 1.6 gallons not being flushed)               384 gallons 
Water saved per unit per day (384 gallons per week divided by 7 days)       55 gallons 
 
Total water saved per day in gallons (assuming 67% of units are in service)  

• Global (3.4 million units x 67% x 55 gallons)                              125 million  
• North America (2.0 million units x 67% x 55 gallons)                    73.7 million 

 
Net water saved per week in gallons 

• Global (125 million gallons x 7 days, less 5 gal pre-fill/unit/week)                                   863.6 million 
• North America (73.7 million gallons x 7 days less 5 gal pre-fill/unit/week                         509.2 million 

 

*See https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/003425.htm and http://www.britannica.com/science/feces  
** See http://www.home-water-works.org/indoor-use/toilets  


